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o5x{ CEWIRAL DNFELLICERCE AGENCY
OFFICE OF CURRENT INPELLICENMCY

22 July 1961

MEMORANDIM
SURTRCT: France-Tunisie

1. The confluence of critical issues faced by the Prench goveroment
wakes the Tunigian situation paxticularly dangerous for De Genlle. While
he recognires the reasons hebind Bourguida's agitation, be is in no position
to accommodate the Tunisisn's demands for withdrawael of French forces. He
%111l be amxious to limit hostilities, however, and with the sea and lené
approaches to the Bizerte base now under French coutrol, Paris can be ex-
pected to try to seek an esrly cease-fire agressment vith the Tunisisns.
Hevertheless, die-hard oppovents of De Gaulle's Sortk African policies
#111 be esger to block efforts to ease tension, and there is & comtimuirg
denger thet extremists wwong them will taks violent action with serious
consequences for the Jealilist regime. If Punisian reporss of FPrench sttacks
on zmilitary objectives in scuthern Tunisia are correct, Paris may already
e faced with an explosive disciplinary situation which might come to a
fwed when such operstions am ordered discontirued or when the French forces
in question are recalled %o the Algerian side of the border.

2. The key factor is still the uestion of whether the Prench armed
forces will abide by policy directives from Paris. Interior Minieter Frey
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told Ambassador Gavin Just before hostilities broke out at Bizerte that the
internel situation in the Prench army is the gravest problem confronting
France. Top military lesdors heretofore fully obediert to De Gaulle’s
directives srere reportedly resemtful over the vay in vhich he by-passed
the general staff to order reinforcements to Bizerte, and army snd air
comuenders reportedly feel he failsd to give them sdequate warning on the
Bizerte situstion.

3. If military extremists supported by right-wing elements in Algerie
and Fraoce succeeded in committing the army to extemsive PODPINg-up OPers-
tions in Tunisis with the imtent of destroying the 15,000 Algerise rebel
forces there, De Gemlle'’s whole progrem for reducing France's burden in
Horth Afries would be threstened. If he falled to imnose his control,
trosd internstionalizstion of the comflict ecould ensue, perticularly if
the Algerian rebels called for Soviet bloc support.

4. The emotionsl repercussiona of the Tunisian incidemt play imto
the hande of such extremist elemexts as the terrorist Secret Army Organize~
tion (GAB) which is csusing increasiag comcern $0 Premch security officers
and to the Paris goverment. If this group were to carry cut its reported
plen to assassinate De Gmulle, it is doudbtful an orderly succession would
be possidble. The regime would be unlikely to survive the dissipation of
the current ancmalous situstion inm whiech De Geulle is widely pooulsr while
the Debre goverrment, vhich implements his policiss, is subjected to growing
public end parlismentary criticism. The military would be readily persuaded
that & popular front threst usde srwed-forces imtervention imperative. 1In
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such a situstion military subjugstion of Algeria and prodably of Tunisia
aud NMorocco would follow., Prance's military position is Rurope would be
further reduced, the threst of Commmist infiltration isto North Africa
greatly ephanced, and support for the French Commnist party dsngerously
Increased.

5. The best Prance csn hope for on the Eizerte situstion at the moment
is a temporary impasse in view of Bourguiba's insistance that aegotiations
cannot beé limited to discussing a cemss fire. Contimued Tirmness on De
deulle's peart may be sufficient to discourage extremists from rash action
while the cooling-off period Paris considers necessary permits assessment

of the situation. Here sgain, evemts beyond his comtrol nay spark mew troubdle.

Algerien Moslems might be induced to demonstrate in an expression of sympathy
for the Tunisisns, or the PAG lesders might decide to call off their nego-
tistions with France. If De Gealle then attempted to implement his re-
groupment proposals, French military leaders might be tempted to refuse to
withdreaw to = restricted constal perimeter. They might argue that the
unileteral Freech cesss rire vas overtaken by events, and demsnd the Fight
to purasue the FLN forees in Tunisis.

G« In sny event, France's allies face an subarrassing seguence of
events in the UN. 4 nrotracted dedate is in prospect in the Becurity Council,
where 4 vote on some typs of resolution probably cannot be svoided. (The
1958 debstes or Bizerte did mot result in « wote). A veto in the Security
Council may lead to a call for s special seasion of the Gerersl Assembly,
where the Afro<Asisns may be able to force through a resolution demending
France withdraw from all of Afriea
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